
BCS-011: COMPUTER BASICS AND PC 
SOFTWARE 

1. (a) Your computer has an IP address of 202.41.15.57. You are 

planning to communicate with a computer on the same network that 

has an IP address of 202.4.1.15.116. What is the subnet mask? 

To determine the subnet mask, we need to find the network portion of the IP addresses. 

Given: 

 IP address of your computer: 202.41.15.57 

 IP address of the other computer: 202.4.1.15.116 

The subnet mask is a 32-bit number that determines the network portion and the host portion 
of an IP address. It consists of a series of consecutive 1s followed by a series of consecutive 0s. 

To find the subnet mask, we compare the binary representations of the two IP addresses and 
identify the network portion. 

For your IP address (202.41.15.57), it's in binary: 

 

For the other computer's IP address (202.4.1.15.116), it's in binary: 

 

The network portion is where the bits match in both addresses: 

 

So, the subnet mask for these two IP addresses is: 

 

In dotted-decimal notation, this is: 

 



(b) What is the OSI model? List the layers of the model from the 

lowest layer upwards. 

The OSI (Open Systems Interconnection) model is a conceptual framework used to understand 

and standardize the functions of a telecommunication or computing system. It divides the 

communication process into seven logical layers, each of which performs specific functions 

necessary for communication to occur. The layers, from the lowest to the highest, are as 

follows: 

 Physical Layer: This layer deals with the physical connection between devices. It defines 

specifications such as voltage levels, data rates, and physical connectors used for 

transmitting raw data over a communication channel. 

 Data Link Layer: The data link layer is responsible for providing error-free transmission 

of data over the physical layer. It typically handles tasks such as framing, error detection 

and correction, and flow control. Ethernet and Wi-Fi are examples of data link layer 

protocols. 

 Network Layer: The network layer focuses on the routing of data packets between 

different networks. It determines the optimal path for data to travel from the source to 

the destination across interconnected networks. The Internet Protocol (IP) operates at 

this layer. 

 Transport Layer: This layer ensures reliable transmission of data between hosts. It 

manages end-to-end communication by segmenting data into smaller units, providing 

error checking, flow control, and retransmission of lost packets if necessary. 

Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) is a widely used transport layer protocol. 

 Session Layer: The session layer establishes, maintains, and terminates communication 

sessions between applications. It enables synchronization and coordination between the 

sender and receiver by managing dialog control and token management. 

 Presentation Layer: The presentation layer is responsible for data representation and 

conversion. It ensures that data exchanged between applications is formatted correctly, 

encrypted if necessary, and translated between different data formats, character sets, 

or encryption methods. 

 Application Layer: The application layer provides network services directly to end-users 

and applications. It enables communication between software applications by 

implementing protocols such as HTTP, SMTP, FTP, and DNS. This layer contains the 

actual applications and services that users interact with, such as web browsers, email 

clients, and file transfer utilities. 



These layers form a hierarchical structure where each layer relies on the services provided by 

the layer below it, and each layer's functions are independent of the layers above and below it. 

(c) Write down the 9 logical and relational operators in C, giving the 

function of each. 

In C programming, there are six logical operators and three relational operators. Here they are, 

along with their functions: 

 Logical AND (&&): The logical AND operator returns true if both operands are true; 

otherwise, it returns false. 

 Logical OR (||): The logical OR operator returns true if either of the operands is true; if 

both are false, it returns false. 

 Logical NOT (!): The logical NOT operator returns true if the operand is false, and it 

returns false if the operand is true. It negates the value of the operand. 

 Relational Equal to (==): The relational equal to operator returns true if the operands 

are equal; otherwise, it returns false. 

 Relational Not equal to (!=): The relational not equal to operator returns true if the 

operands are not equal; otherwise, it returns false. 

 Relational Greater than (>): The relational greater than operator returns true if the left 

operand is greater than the right operand; otherwise, it returns false. 

 Relational Less than (<): The relational less than operator returns true if the left operand 

is less than the right operand; otherwise, it returns false. 

 Relational Greater than or equal to (>=): The relational greater than or equal to operator 

returns true if the left operand is greater than or equal to the right operand; otherwise, 

it returns false. 

 Relational Less than or equal to (<=): The relational less than or equal to operator 

returns true if the left operand is less than or equal to the right operand; otherwise, it 

returns false. 

These operators are fundamental for making decisions and controlling the flow of a program 

based on conditions. 

(d) What is a compiler? Draw a diagram showing the different stages 

of the program compilation process. 

A compiler is a software tool that translates source code written in a high-level programming 

language into machine code or an intermediate code that can be executed directly by a 



computer. It essentially converts human-readable code into a format that a computer's CPU can 

understand and execute. 

Here's a diagram illustrating the different stages of the program compilation process: 

 

 Source Code: This is the original human-readable code written by the programmer. 

 Lexical Analysis: Also known as scanning, this stage breaks the source code into tokens 

such as keywords, identifiers, operators, and literals. 

 Syntax Analysis: This stage involves parsing the tokens generated by the lexical analysis 

to determine if they form valid expressions or statements according to the language's 

syntax rules. 

 Semantic Analysis: This stage checks the semantics of the code, ensuring that it adheres 

to the language's rules and constraints. 

 Intermediate Code Generation: Some compilers generate an intermediate 

representation of the source code, which is easier to analyze and optimize. 

 Optimization: The compiler performs various optimizations to improve the efficiency, 

speed, and size of the generated code. 



 Code Generation: This stage translates the optimized intermediate code or directly from 

the parsed syntax tree into machine code suitable for the target architecture. 

 Machine Code: The final output of the compiler is machine code, which consists of 

instructions executable by the CPU of the target platform. 

Each stage plays a crucial role in transforming the source code into an executable form, 

ensuring correctness, efficiency, and compatibility with the target platform. 

(f) What is meant by the configuration of a Personal Computer? Write 

down the configuration of a typical workstation used for software 

development work. 

The configuration of a personal computer refers to the hardware and software setup that 

determines its capabilities and performance. It includes components such as the CPU, RAM, 

storage, graphics card, peripherals, and installed software. The configuration can vary widely 

depending on the intended use of the computer, whether it's for general-purpose computing, 

gaming, graphic design, programming, or other specialized tasks. 

Here's a typical configuration for a workstation used for software development work: 

CPU (Central Processing Unit): 

 Type: Multi-core processor (e.g., Intel Core i7 or AMD Ryzen 7) 

 Clock Speed: 3.0 GHz or higher 

 Cores: Quad-core or higher 

RAM (Random Access Memory): 

 Size: 16 GB or higher 

 Type: DDR4 for modern systems 

 Speed: 2666 MHz or higher 

Storage: 

 Primary Storage (SSD): 500 GB NVMe  PCIe SSD for faster boot times and application 

loading 

 Secondary Storage (HDD): 1 TB SATA HDD for additional storage capacity 

Graphics Card (GPU): 



 Type: Integrated GPU (e.g., Intel UHD Graphics) is sufficient for most software 

development tasks. However, a discrete GPU may be beneficial for tasks involving 

graphics-intensive applications or machine learning. 

 Dedicated Memory: 2 GB GDDR5 or higher (for discrete GPUs) 

Operating System: 

 Preferred: Windows 10 Pro or macOS (depending on developer preference and 

software requirements) 

Development Tools: 

 Integrated Development Environment (IDE): e.g., Visual Studio, IntelliJ IDEA, or VS Code 

 Version Control System: e.g., Git 

 Compiler/Interpreter: Depending on the programming languages used (e.g., GCC for 

C/C++, Java JDK, Python) 

Peripherals: 

 Monitor: At least 24 inches for comfortable coding, higher resolution for better 

multitasking 

 Keyboard: Full-size keyboard with comfortable typing experience 

 Mouse: Ergonomic mouse for precise control 

 Headphones/Speakers: Optional, depending on preference 

Networking: 

 Ethernet: Gigabit Ethernet for fast wired connection 

 Wi-Fi: Dual-band Wi-Fi (802.11ac or higher) for wireless connectivity 

Ports: 

 USB Ports: Multiple USB 3.0/3.1 ports for connecting peripherals and external devices 

 HDMI/DisplayPort: For connecting external monitors 

 Audio Ports: Headphone/microphone jacks 

This configuration provides a balanced setup suitable for software development tasks, including 

coding, compiling, debugging, and testing. It offers sufficient processing power, memory 

capacity, and storage space to handle modern development environments and tools efficiently. 

(g) What is the desktop in a Personal Computer? What are the items 

typically found in it? 



The desktop of a personal computer refers to the graphical user interface (GUI) that serves as 

the primary workspace for users to interact with their computer. It's the first thing you see after 

logging into your computer's operating system (like Windows, macOS, or Linux). 

Items typically found on the desktop include: 

 Icons: These are graphical representations of files, folders, applications, or shortcuts. 

They provide quick access to various resources stored on the computer. 

 Wallpaper or background: This is the image or color scheme that fills the desktop space 

behind the icons. Users can customize this to their preference, often with personal 

photos, artwork, or predefined backgrounds. 

 Taskbar or Dock: These are UI elements typically located at the bottom (or sometimes 

sides) of the screen. They provide quick access to frequently used applications, system 

settings, and notifications. 

 Trash or Recycle Bin: This is an icon used for storing files and folders that have been 

deleted by the user. It allows users to recover items if needed or permanently delete 

them from the system. 

 Shortcuts: These are icons that link to specific files, folders, or applications located 

elsewhere on the computer. They enable users to quickly access commonly used items 

without navigating through the file system. 

 System icons: These are icons representing various system functions such as network 

connectivity, battery status (on laptops), volume control, and system settings. 

 Widgets or Gadgets (depending on the operating system): These are small applications 

that provide quick access to information or perform specific tasks directly from the 

desktop, such as weather updates, calendar events, or system monitoring. 

Overall, the desktop serves as a central hub for accessing files, applications, and system 

functions, providing users with a familiar and customizable interface for interacting with their 

computer. 

(h) List the five parts of a communication system and mention the role 

of each. 

A communication system consists of several components working together to transmit 

information from one point to another. The five main parts of a communication system and 

their roles are: 

 Sender/Transmitter: The sender is the source of the information to be communicated. 

Its role is to encode the information into a suitable format for transmission. It converts 



the message into electrical signals, light pulses, or radio waves depending on the type of 

communication system used. 

 Medium/Channel: The medium or channel is the pathway through which the encoded 

message is transmitted from the sender to the receiver. This could be a physical medium 

like wires or cables for wired communication or electromagnetic waves for wireless 

communication. The medium carries the signals from the sender to the receiver. 

 Receiver: The receiver is the destination of the transmitted message. Its role is to 

decode the received signals back into a usable format. It extracts the original message 

from the encoded signals sent by the sender. The receiver then delivers the message to 

the intended recipient. 

 Message: The message is the information being communicated from the sender to the 

receiver. It could be in the form of text, voice, video, data, or any other form of 

meaningful content. The message is encoded by the sender and decoded by the receiver 

during the communication process. 

 Feedback: Feedback is the response or reaction from the receiver back to the sender. It 

completes the communication loop by providing information about the successful 

delivery of the message, its comprehension, or any errors or distortions encountered 

during transmission. Feedback helps in ensuring effective communication and allows for 

adjustments to be made if necessary to improve future communication attempts. 

These five components work together in a communication system to facilitate the exchange of 

information between individuals or devices over short or long distances. Each part plays a 

crucial role in ensuring the successful transmission and reception of messages. 

2. (a) Explain, with the help of a diagram, the process of developing 

content for an e-learning course. 

Certainly! Developing content for an e-learning course involves several stages, from planning 

and designing to creating and delivering the educational material. Here's a simplified diagram 

outlining the process: 

Needs Analysis and Planning: 

 Identify the target audience and their learning needs. 

 Determine the learning objectives and goals of the course. 

 Plan the structure and outline of the course content. 

Content Design and Organization: 

 Create a storyboard outlining the sequence of topics and lessons. 



 Design the layout and navigation of the course interface. 

 Decide on multimedia elements such as text, images, videos, and interactive 

components. 

Content Creation: 

 Develop written content, including text for lectures, instructions, and exercises. 

 Create visual elements such as graphics, diagrams, charts, and slides. 

 Produce multimedia content like videos, animations, and audio recordings. 

Content Review and Revision: 

 Conduct quality checks to ensure accuracy, clarity, and consistency of content. 

 Gather feedback from subject matter experts, instructors, and potential learners. 

 Revise and refine the content based on feedback and evaluations. 

Content Integration and Delivery: 

 Integrate the finalized content into the e-learning platform or Learning Management 

System (LMS). 

 Configure interactive features, quizzes, assessments, and progress tracking tools. 

 Test the functionality and usability of the course content within the e-learning 

environment. 

Pilot Testing and Evaluation: 

 Conduct a pilot test with a small group of learners to identify any issues or 

improvements needed. 

 Gather feedback from pilot testers regarding the effectiveness and user experience of 

the course. 

 Analyze assessment results and learner performance to gauge the course's efficacy. 

Course Launch and Maintenance: 

 Launch the e-learning course for wider distribution to the target audience. 

 Monitor learner engagement and progress. 

 Periodically update and maintain the course content to reflect changes in technology, 

industry standards, or educational best practices. 

Here's a simple diagram representing the process: 



 

 

Each step in the process contributes to the development of high-quality e-learning content that 

meets the needs of learners and facilitates effective online education. 



(b) List the features of second and third generation computers. 

Second and third generation computers represent significant advancements in computing 

technology, characterized by improvements in speed, size, and capabilities. Here are the key 

features of each generation: 

Second Generation Computers (1950s-1960s): 

 Transistors: Second generation computers replaced vacuum tubes with transistors, 

which were smaller, more reliable, and consumed less power. 

 Smaller Size: Transistors allowed for a significant reduction in the size of computers 

compared to first-generation machines, making them more practical for commercial and 

scientific use. 

 Faster Processing: Transistors enabled faster processing speeds, improving the overall 

performance of computers. 

 Magnetic Core Memory: Second generation computers utilized magnetic core memory 

for storing data, which was more reliable and faster than the drum memory used in 

first-generation machines. 

 Assembly Language: Assembly language replaced machine language as the primary 

programming language, making it easier for programmers to write and debug code. 

 Batch Processing: Second-generation computers introduced batch processing, allowing 

multiple tasks to be executed in sequence without user intervention, improving 

efficiency. 

 Punched Cards and Tapes: Input and output devices such as punched cards and 

magnetic tapes were commonly used for data entry and storage. 

Third Generation Computers (1960s-1970s): 

 Integrated Circuits: Third generation computers introduced integrated circuits (ICs), 

which combined multiple transistors and other components on a single semiconductor 

chip. This led to further reductions in size, cost, and power consumption. 

 Miniaturization: With the advent of ICs, computers became even smaller, more 

powerful, and more affordable, leading to widespread adoption in various industries 

and institutions. 

 Increased Memory: Third generation computers had significantly larger memory 

capacities compared to their predecessors, allowing for more complex and demanding 

applications to be run. 



 High-Level Programming Languages: High-level programming languages such as COBOL, 

FORTRAN, and BASIC became more prevalent, making it easier for programmers to write 

software and develop applications. 

 Time-Sharing Systems: Third generation computers introduced time-sharing systems, 

allowing multiple users to access a single computer simultaneously. This paved the way 

for interactive computing and the development of multi-user operating systems. 

 Peripheral Devices: Peripheral devices such as disk drives, printers, and displays became 

more sophisticated and widely used, enhancing the capabilities and usability of 

computers. 

 Advancements in Software: Software development flourished during the third 

generation, with the creation of operating systems, database management systems, and 

productivity software, fueling further innovation and adoption of computer technology. 

Overall, second and third generation computers marked significant advancements in computing 

technology, laying the foundation for the modern digital era and shaping the way we use 

computers today. 

(c) What is the function of the memory management system of a 

computer? Explain the primary tasks it needs to perform. 

The memory management system of a computer is responsible for managing the allocation, 

use, and retrieval of memory resources within the system. It ensures that the available memory 

is used efficiently and effectively to support the execution of programs and processes. The 

primary tasks performed by the memory management system include: 

 Memory Allocation: The memory management system allocates memory space to 

programs, processes, and data as needed. When a program is launched or a process is 

created, the memory management system assigns a portion of the system's memory to 

store the program instructions and data. 

 Memory Deallocation: After a program or process has completed its execution or is 

terminated, the memory management system deallocates the memory space previously 

allocated to it. This involves releasing the memory so that it can be reused by other 

programs or processes. 

 Memory Protection: The memory management system enforces memory protection 

mechanisms to prevent unauthorized access to memory locations. It ensures that each 

program or process can only access memory locations that have been allocated to it and 

prevents programs from accessing memory areas belonging to other programs or the 

operating system. 



 Memory Sharing: In some cases, multiple programs or processes may need to share 

memory resources. The memory management system facilitates memory sharing by 

allowing multiple programs to access the same memory locations concurrently while 

ensuring data integrity and consistency. 

 Memory Paging and Swapping: Memory management systems often employ 

techniques such as paging and swapping to efficiently manage memory usage. Paging 

involves dividing the physical memory into fixed-size blocks called pages, while 

swapping involves temporarily moving portions of a program's memory to disk when it 

is not actively being used to free up physical memory for other processes. 

 Virtual Memory Management: Virtual memory management is a technique used to 

extend the available physical memory by using a portion of the disk storage as virtual 

memory. The memory management system handles the mapping of virtual memory 

addresses to physical memory addresses, allowing programs to access more memory 

than is physically available. 

 Memory Fragmentation Management: Over time, memory fragmentation can occur as 

memory is allocated and deallocated, leading to inefficient use of memory resources. 

The memory management system implements strategies to manage fragmentation, 

such as compaction or memory allocation algorithms, to optimize memory usage and 

reduce fragmentation. 

Overall, the memory management system plays a crucial role in ensuring the efficient and 

reliable operation of computer systems by managing memory resources effectively and 

transparently to the user and applications running on the system. 

3. (a) Discuss the following briefly :  

(i) Batch processing 

(ii) Online processing 

(iii) Diskless workstations 

(iv) Operating system kernel 

(i) Batch Processing: 

Batch processing is a method of processing large volumes of data in which tasks are grouped 

together and executed sequentially without manual intervention. In batch processing, data is 

collected over a period of time, organized into batches, and then processed as a group. This 

approach is commonly used in scenarios where large-scale data processing is required, such as 



payroll processing, billing systems, and batch reports generation. Batch processing can be more 

efficient and less resource-intensive compared to interactive processing, as it allows for the 

automation of repetitive tasks and the optimization of system resources. 

(ii) Online Processing: 

Online processing, also known as real-time processing, involves the immediate processing of 

data as it is received, without delay. In online processing systems, data is processed 

interactively in response to user requests or system events. This approach is commonly used in 

applications that require immediate feedback or response, such as online banking, e-commerce 

transactions, and reservation systems. Online processing systems typically require fast response 

times and real-time data processing capabilities to support a seamless user experience. 

(iii) Diskless Workstations: 

Diskless workstations are computer systems that operate without local disk storage. Instead of 

relying on hard disk drives (HDDs) or solid-state drives (SSDs) for storage, diskless workstations 

access data and applications over a network from a central server or storage device. These 

workstations typically use network boot protocols such as Preboot Execution Environment 

(PXE) to load the operating system and applications directly from the network. Diskless 

workstations offer advantages such as centralized management, easier software deployment, 

and reduced hardware costs, although they may require a reliable network connection for 

optimal performance. 

(iv) Operating System Kernel: 

The operating system kernel is the core component of an operating system that manages 

system resources and provides essential services to applications and processes. The kernel acts 

as an intermediary between hardware and software, handling tasks such as process scheduling, 

memory management, device drivers, and input/output operations. It provides a layer of 

abstraction that allows applications to access hardware resources in a uniform and controlled 

manner, ensuring system stability and security. The kernel is typically loaded into memory 

during system boot and remains resident in memory while the system is running, overseeing 

the execution of all other system components. 

(b) Describe the structured and modular design paradigm with the 

help of a diagram and pseudo code. 

Structured and modular design is a software design paradigm that emphasizes organizing code 

into manageable and reusable modules or components. It promotes a hierarchical approach to 

system design, where each module performs a specific function and interacts with other 



modules through well-defined interfaces. This approach enhances code readability, 

maintainability, and scalability. 

Diagram: 

 

Pseudo Code: 

 



In the diagram, the main program is at the top, which orchestrates the execution flow of the 

system. It calls various modules (Module A and Module B), which in turn may call submodules 

to perform specific tasks. 

The pseudo code illustrates how each module and submodule encapsulate related 

functionality. This modular structure makes it easier to understand and maintain the code. Each 

module/submodule can be developed and tested independently, promoting code reuse and 

minimizing dependencies between different parts of the system. 

(c) What is volunteer computing? Give an example of such computing. 

Volunteer computing is a distributed computing paradigm where individuals or organizations 

contribute their computing resources voluntarily to participate in scientific research projects or 

humanitarian causes. In volunteer computing, large computational tasks are divided into 

smaller units, which are then distributed to and processed by the volunteer's computers over 

the internet. This allows researchers to harness the collective computational power of a large 

number of volunteers, enabling them to tackle complex problems that would otherwise be 

infeasible to solve using traditional computing resources. 

 

One prominent example of volunteer computing is the BOINC (Berkeley Open Infrastructure for 

Network Computing) platform. BOINC is an open-source software framework developed by the 

University of California, Berkeley, that enables researchers to create and manage volunteer 

computing projects. Researchers can use BOINC to distribute their computational tasks to 

volunteers around the world who have installed the BOINC client software on their computers. 

 

One of the most well-known BOINC projects is SETI@home (Search for Extraterrestrial 

Intelligence at Home), which searches for evidence of extraterrestrial civilizations by analyzing 

radio signals captured by radio telescopes. Other BOINC projects cover a wide range of 

scientific disciplines, including biology, physics, astronomy, climate science, and mathematics. 

Examples include Rosetta@home for protein structure prediction, Folding@home for studying 

protein folding dynamics, and World Community Grid for various humanitarian research 

projects. 

 



Volunteer computing platforms like BOINC have democratized access to large-scale computing 

resources, enabling researchers to conduct groundbreaking scientific research and advance our 

understanding of the world around us with the help of volunteers from all over the globe. 

4. (a) Draw the block diagram of a computer system and briefly 

explain the function of each of the main components. 

Certainly! Here's a simplified block diagram of a computer system along with brief 

explanations of the function of each main component: 

 

 



 

Function of Each Main Component: 

Input Devices: 

Input devices are used to input data and commands into the computer system. Examples 

include keyboards, mice, touchscreens, scanners, and microphones. They convert user input 

into digital signals that can be processed by the computer. 

Central Processing Unit (CPU): 

The CPU is the brain of the computer system. It performs arithmetic, logic, and control 

operations to execute instructions from programs. The CPU consists of the Arithmetic Logic 

Unit (ALU), Control Unit, and Registers. 

Memory (RAM): 

Memory, also known as Random Access Memory (RAM), temporarily stores data and 

instructions that the CPU needs to access quickly during program execution. It holds the 

currently running programs and their data. 

Cache: 

Cache is a smaller, faster type of memory that sits between the CPU and main memory. It 

stores frequently accessed data and instructions to speed up processing by reducing the time 

required to fetch data from main memory. 

Storage: 

Storage devices, such as hard drives and solid-state drives (SSDs), store data and programs 

persistently even when the computer is turned off. They provide long-term storage for the 

operating system, applications, documents, and other files. 

Output Devices: 



Output devices display or present processed data and information to the user. Examples 

include monitors (for displaying visual output), printers (for producing hard copies of 

documents), speakers (for playing audio output), and so on. 

Each component plays a crucial role in the operation of the computer system, working together 

to process data, execute programs, and interact with users. 

(b) What is a linker? Explain its function with the help of a diagram. 

A linker is a software utility that combines multiple object files generated by a compiler into a 

single executable program or library. It resolves references between different object files and 

links them together to create a cohesive and runnable application. 

Function of a Linker: 

 Symbol Resolution: The linker resolves symbolic references between different object 

files. Symbols represent variables, functions, and other entities defined or used within a 

program. The linker ensures that all references to symbols are correctly resolved to their 

corresponding memory addresses. 

 Address Binding: The linker assigns memory addresses to symbols based on their usage 

within the program. It resolves external references by locating the memory addresses of 

symbols defined in other object files or libraries and updates the references accordingly. 

 Code and Data Integration: The linker combines the code and data sections of multiple 

object files into a single executable file. It arranges the sections in memory and resolves 

any conflicts or overlaps between them to ensure the correct execution of the program. 

 Library Linking: The linker links external libraries or modules used by the program. It 

searches for the required library functions and includes them in the executable file, 

allowing the program to access and use the functions at runtime. 

 Executable File Generation: Finally, the linker generates the final executable file or 

shared library that can be loaded and executed by the operating system. The executable 

file contains all the necessary code and data to run the program independently. 

Diagram: 



 

In the diagram, each object file represents a compilation unit produced by a compiler from 

source code. The linker takes these object files as input and performs symbol resolution, 

address binding, and code integration to generate the final executable program. The linker 

ensures that all the necessary code and data are combined and organized correctly, resulting in 

a complete and runnable application. 

(c) Describe each of the following communication modes, bringing out 

the similarities and differences among them:  

(i) Broadcast 

(ii) Simplex 



(iii) Half-duplex 

(iv) Duplex 

 

(i) Broadcast: 

 Definition: In broadcast communication mode, a single sender transmits data to 

multiple receivers simultaneously. It's like a one-to-many communication model where 

the sender sends data once, and all receivers receive the same data. 

 Similarities: Broadcast mode involves one sender communicating with multiple 

receivers, similar to the multicast communication mode. It's efficient for disseminating 

information to a large audience simultaneously. 

 Differences: Unlike multicast, which allows for selective reception by specific groups of 

receivers, broadcast sends data to all connected receivers without discrimination. It's 

often used in scenarios like television and radio broadcasting, where the same content 

is delivered to all viewers or listeners. 

(ii) Simplex: 

 Definition: In simplex communication mode, data flows in one direction only, either 

from the sender to the receiver or vice versa. It's like a one-way street where traffic 

flows in only one direction at a time. 

 Similarities: Simplex communication mode involves unidirectional data transmission, 

similar to the transmit direction in half-duplex and one of the directions in full-duplex. 

 Differences: Unlike half-duplex and full-duplex, which allow bidirectional 

communication (albeit with different constraints), simplex communication restricts data 

flow to one direction only. It's commonly used in scenarios like television broadcasting, 

where the sender (TV station) transmits data to the receiver (TV viewer) without 

expecting any feedback. 

(iii) Half-duplex: 

 Definition: In half-duplex communication mode, data can flow in both directions, but 

not simultaneously. Instead, communication alternates between sending and receiving 

data. It's like a walkie-talkie where one person talks while the other listens, and then 

they switch roles. 



 Similarities: Half-duplex communication mode allows bidirectional data transmission, 

similar to full-duplex, but with the limitation of not being able to transmit and receive 

simultaneously. 

 Differences: Unlike full-duplex, which enables simultaneous transmission and reception, 

half-duplex requires the sender and receiver to take turns sending and receiving data. 

It's commonly used in scenarios like two-way radio communication, where only one 

party can speak at a time to avoid data collisions. 

(iv) Duplex: 

 Definition: In duplex communication mode, data can flow in both directions 

simultaneously. It allows for full bidirectional communication between sender and 

receiver, like a two-way street where traffic can flow in both directions simultaneously. 

 Similarities: Duplex communication mode allows bidirectional data transmission, similar 

to half-duplex, but without the constraint of alternating between sending and receiving. 

 Differences: Unlike half-duplex, which alternates between sending and receiving data, 

duplex communication mode enables simultaneous transmission and reception. It's 

commonly used in scenarios like telephone conversations or internet browsing, where 

both parties can communicate freely without waiting for turns. 

 

5. Explain any five of the following with the help of examples or 

diagrams wherever required:  

(a) Hark disk defragmenter utility 

(b) Video card of a Personal Computer 

(c) Timesheet Management System 

(d) Ring network topology 

(e) Device drivers 

(f) Infra-red communication 

(g) Magnetic ink character recognition 

(a) Hard Disk Defragmenter Utility: 



A hard disk defragmenter utility is a software tool used to optimize the performance of a hard 

disk drive (HDD). Over time, as files are created, modified, and deleted, data on the disk 

becomes fragmented, scattered in different locations across the disk. Defragmentation 

reorganizes fragmented data into contiguous blocks, improving disk access speed and overall 

system performance. 

(b) Video Card of a Personal Computer: 

A video card, also known as a graphics card or GPU (Graphics Processing Unit), is a hardware 

component installed in a computer to render and display visual output on a monitor or other 

display devices. It accelerates the processing of graphical data, including 2D and 3D graphics, 

videos, and animations, by offloading the workload from the CPU. 

(c) Timesheet Management System: 

A timesheet management system is a software application used to track and manage employee 

work hours, project hours, and attendance records. It allows employees to log their work hours, 

managers to approve timesheets, and administrators to generate reports for payroll and 

project management purposes. 

(d) Ring Network Topology: 

A ring network topology is a type of network architecture where each network node is 

connected to two adjacent nodes, forming a closed loop or ring. Data travels around the ring in 

one direction, passing through each node until it reaches its destination. Ring topologies 

provide high reliability and fault tolerance, as data can still travel in the opposite direction in 

case of a cable break or node failure. 

(e) Device Drivers: 

Device drivers are software programs that allow the operating system to communicate with 

and control hardware devices connected to a computer. They act as intermediaries between 

the hardware device and the operating system, translating high-level commands and requests 

from the OS into low-level commands understood by the device. 

(f) Infrared Communication: 

Infrared communication is a wireless communication technology that uses infrared light to 

transmit data between devices. It's commonly used for short-range communication between 

devices such as remote controls, smartphones, printers, and laptops. Infrared communication 

requires a direct line of sight between the transmitting and receiving devices. 

(g) Magnetic Ink Character Recognition: 



Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) is a technology used to encode and decode 

characters printed with magnetic ink. It's commonly used in banking for check processing, 

where MICR characters printed on the bottom of checks contain information such as bank 

account numbers, routing numbers, and check numbers. MICR readers and scanners are used 

to automatically process and verify this information. 

 


